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New National Addiction Peer Recovery Center of Excellence  

Supporting the peer recovery support services workforce in helping people seeking 
recovery from substance misuse 

Kansas City, MO: University of Missouri, Kansas City announced the launch of the 
SAMHSA-funded National Addiction Peer Recovery Center of Excellence (APR CoE)  

UMKC, in partnership with the University of Texas, University of Wisconsin–Madison, 
and the National Council for Behavioral Health, received funding to lead the CoE—the 
first of its kind focused on providing direct training and technical assistance to the 
nation’s peer recovery support workforce and recovery communities.  

A steering committee of individuals in recovery will advise the APR CoE. On designing 
the Center with peer voice in mind, Callan Howton, Principal Investigator for the APR 
CoE, said, “When designing the Center, having a steering committee comprised of 
diverse individuals in recovery was a must have component. As a Center focusing on 
peer recovery, having a peer led steering committee ensures inclusion of the voices of 
peer recovery support specialists and people in recovery.” Howton has been a longtime 
advocate of peer recovery support services as the co-founder and operator of a 
Recovery Community Organization, nationally accredited Supportive Living Recovery 
Homes, and the previous director of the Missouri peer driven overdose response 
project, Engaging Patients in Care Coordination (EPICC). Prior to leading the APR CoE, 
Howton served as the Associate Director of the Mid-America Addiction Technology 
Transfer Center and further back held various leadership and management positions in 
substance use prevention, treatment and recovery centers where peer support was 
always a focus.    

Peer support workers have lived experience and use their own recovery experiences to 
help others achieve and maintain recovery. Peer support services can extend treatment 
beyond the treatment setting into everyday environments where people work and live. 
This is especially important because while people reach recovery through various 
pathways (support groups, medication, counseling, or faith communities, to name a 
few), they sustain and maintain recovery in their communities and homes. 

Recovery Community Organizations (RCOs) are local, grassroots organizations created 
by people in recovery to provide advocacy, support, and services. 

Together, the peer recovery workforce and RCOs play a vital role in supporting people 
with mental health and substance use disorders. As Assistant Secretary for Mental 
Health and Substance Use, Dr. Elinore McCance-Katz stated in her message for 
National Recovery Month, September 2020:  
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“We must build our peer workforce so that when an individual in need is in an 
emergency department or experiencing a mental health crisis in the community, a 
friendly face is there to help them to that next step. We must continue to expand our 
recovery community organizations so that when a person no longer wants to use drugs 
on a Saturday night, they have a warm and inviting recovery center to go to instead.”  

The APR CoE will serve as a robust resource for the nation by:   

• building and strengthening the capacity of Recovery Community Organizations,  
• integrating peer support workers into non-traditional health care and treatment 

settings such as (list examples here); 
• enhancing the professionalization of peers through workforce development, and  
• providing research- and practice-based resources and information to diverse 

stakeholders. 
 

The Coordinating Center for this initiative is housed at UMKC's School of Nursing and 
Health Studies. UMKC will capitalize on its track record of managing the Addiction 
Technology Transfer Center (ATTC) Network Coordinating Office (NCO), the Mid-
America ATTC Regional Center, and the Prevention Technology Transfer Center NCO. 

For more information, visit PeerRecoveryNow.org 

Contact Information:  

Callan Howton, Principal Investigator howtonc@umkc.edu  
Cindy Christy, Sr. Project Manager christyc@umkc.edu  
Sharon Hesseltine, Steering Committee Chair sa.hesseltine1958@gmail.com  
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