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Day One
Laying the Groundwork: Foundations of Whole-Person Care



Disclaimer

This presentation was prepared for the New England Mental Health 
Technology Transfer Center Network under a cooperative agreement 
from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA). All material appearing in this presentation, except that 
taken directly from copyrighted sources, is in the public domain and 
may be reproduced or copied without permission from SAMHSA or the 
authors. Citation of the source is appreciated. Do not reproduce or 
distribute this presentation for a fee without specific, written 
authorization from the New England MHTTC. This presentation will be 
recorded and posted on our website.

At the time of this presentation, Dr. Miriam E. Delphin-Rittmon served 
as SAMHSA Assistant Secretary. The opinions expressed herein are 
the views of the moderator and panelists and do not reflect the official 
position of the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), or 
SAMHSA. No official support or endorsement of DHHS, SAMHSA, for 
the opinions described in this presentation is intended or should be 
inferred. 

This work is supported by grant #1H79SM081775 from the DHHS, 
SAMHSA. 



Participant microphones 
will be muted at entry. 

You will be able to 
unmute your microphone 

at designated times 
during our event.

If you have questions during the event, 
please use the chat or the “raise hand” 

feature. Our Technical Support 
Manager will ensure your 

question/concern is addressed.

This session is being recorded 
and it will be available on the 

New England MHTTC website 
within 48 hours of the close of 

this presentation.

Information about CE credits 
and/or Certificates of 

Attendance will be sent in a 
follow-up e-mail.

If you have questions after
this session, please e-mail:

newengland@mhttcnetwork.org.

Housekeeping Information

Closed captioning is available for 
this event. Click on the closed 

captioning (CC) icon at the bottom 
of your Zoom screen to select a 

transcription option.

about:blank


The MHTTC Network uses 
a!rming, respectful and 

recovery-oriented language in 
all activities. That language is:

Adapted from:  https://mhcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Recovery-Oriented-Language-Guide_2019ed_v1_20190809-Web.pdf

Non-judgmental and 
avoiding assumptions

Strengths-based 
and hopeful

Person-first and  
free of labels

Inviting to individuals 
participating in their 
own journeys

Inclusive and 
accepting of 

diverse cultures, 
genders, 

perspectives, 
and experiences

Healing-centered and
trauma-responsive

Respectful, clear 
and understandable

Consistent with 
our actions, 
policies, and products



Today’s 
Agenda

11:05 a.m. Honoring Whole-Person Care and Recovery in Communities of Color
Taylor Bryan Turner, Assistant Regional Administrator
SAMHSA, Region One

Paul R. Jacobsen, Acting Regional Director and Executive Officer
Department of Health and Human Services

Marvin Figueroa, Director, Intergovernmental and External Affairs (IEA) 
Department of Health and Human Services

11:15 a.m. Language that Uplifts
John Kelly, Staff Psychologist
Massachusetts General Hospital ARMS Program

11:30 p.m. Restorative Justice: Striving Toward Equity
Chief Justice Richard A. Robinson, Connecticut Supreme Court

11:45 p.m. Illuminating Injustice: Racial Inequities in Addiction
Dr. Jessica Isom, Psychiatrist, Codman Square Health Center

12:00 p.m. Mindfulness Moment 

12:10 p.m. Innovation Spotlight: The Cory Johnson Program
Doug Lomax, Men’s Trauma Support Specialist, Cory Johnson Program
Leah Randolph, Executive Director, Commonwealth Mental Health and 
Wellness Center Inc.

12:50 p.m.  Wrap-up and Questions: Margaret Giles, MTS, MA
Coordinator, ADEPT Center, William James College

Welcome: 
Nick Covino, PsyD

President
William James College



Nick Covino, PsyD
President

William James CollegeWelcome!



Honoring Whole-Person 
Care and Recovery in 
Communities of Color

Taylor Bryan Turner
Assistant Regional Administrator

Region One

Paul R. Jacobsen
Acting Regional Director 

and Executive Officer
&

Marvin Figueroa 
Director 

Intergovernmental and External 
Affairs (IEA) 



Language that 
Uplifts

John Kelly
Staff Psychologist

Massachusetts General Hospital 
Addiction Recovery Management 

Service (ARMS) Program



Restorative Justice: 
Striving Toward Equity

Richard A. Robinson
Chief Justice
Connecticut Supreme Court

Day Staff Writer Karen Florin and the 
Honorable Richard A. Robinson, Chief Justice 
of the Connecticut Supreme Court conduct an 

open discussion on race in America.



Illuminating Racial 
Inequities in Addiction

JESSICA ISOM MD MPH
FOUNDER, VISION FOR EQUITY LLC
ATTENDING PSYCHIATRIST, CODMAN SQUARE HEALTH CENTER
CLINICAL INSTRUCTOR, YALE UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY
FACULTY TRACK LEADER, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND HEALTH EQUITY CURRICULUM



Outline
Describe how dominant cultural 
norms, attitudes and beliefs 
uphold the status quo within 
services and treatment of 
substance use disorders

List the components of an 
equityminded approach to 
addiction treatment

IN JUST 15 MINUTES, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO:



Race: a worldview and social 
classification that divides 
humans into groups based 
on their appearance and 
assumed ancestry, and that 
has been used to establish 
social hierarchies.

Biological races are a myth.

Human Variation: biological 
differences within our 
species (homo sapiens)

No racial classification has 
ever adequately explained 
human variation at the 
genetic level.

Racism: the systematic 
discrimination by a powerful 
individual or institution 
against individuals based on 
their perceived membership 
in a socially defined racial 
group.

Racial illitaracy nourishes 
modern day racism.

Key Terms



Racism Race

Racism, Substance Use and Addiction Treatment 



Racism Race

Race-based
Inequities

Racism, Substance Use and Addiction Treatment 



Retention 
Rates

Treatment Sensitivity and 
Responsiveness

Access to Treatment

Research

Racism

Level of Engagement 

Referral Types

Media 
Coverage

Drug Policy

...and 
more

Racism, Substance Use and Addiction Treatment 



https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/medicaid-is-key-to-building-
a-system-of-comprehensive-substance-use-care-for-low

Racism, Substance Use and Addiction Treatment 



Racism, Substance Use and Addiction Treatment 

Sara Matsuzaka & Margaret Knapp (2020) Anti-racism and substance use treatment: Addiction does not 
discriminate, but do we?, Journal of Ethnicity in Substance Abuse, 19:4, 567-593, DOI: 

10.1080/15332640.2018.1548323



What is a substance use 
disorder versus a crime?

For whom with OUD is a 
treatment program referral 
more likely than jail or prison?

What American demographic 
galvanized federal, state and 
local governments to invest in 
treatment and services for use 
of drugs?

Deservingness: worthy of being treated in a particular way, typically of being given assistance

Racism, Substance Use and Addiction Treatment 



Cénat JM. How to provide anti-racist mental health care. Lancet Psychiatry. 2020 Nov;7(11):929-931. doi: 10.1016/S2215-0366(20)30309-6.
Jordan A, Mathis ML, Isom J. Achieving Mental Health Equity: Addictions. Psychiatr Clin North Am. 2020 Sep;43(3):487-500. doi: 10.1016/j.psc.2020.05.007.

Stewart AJ, Shim RS. Achieving Mental Health Equity. Psychiatr Clin North Am. 2020;43(3):xiii-xiv. doi:10.1016/j.psc.2020.06.004

AntiRacism, Substance Use and Addiction Treatment 

Goal 1: Disrupt the pervasiveness of colorblind racial ideology

Goal 2: Identify racism as a social and structural determinant of health

Goal 3: Improve existing policies & practices through incorporation of a race equity framework



Cénat JM. How to provide anti-racist mental health care. Lancet Psychiatry. 2020 Nov;7(11):929-931. doi: 10.1016/S2215-0366(20)30309-6.
Jordan A, Mathis ML, Isom J. Achieving Mental Health Equity: Addictions. Psychiatr Clin North Am. 2020 Sep;43(3):487-500. doi: 10.1016/j.psc.2020.05.007.

Stewart AJ, Shim RS. Achieving Mental Health Equity. Psychiatr Clin North Am. 2020;43(3):xiii-xiv. doi:10.1016/j.psc.2020.06.004

AntiRacism, Substance Use and Addiction Treatment 

An equity-minded approach includes:

• Adopting racial consciousness
• Committing to an awareness of how understandings, language and behaviors 

negatively impact racially and ethnically marginalized colleagues, staff, and patients
• Willingness to be accountable to history and its consequences by taking 

responsibility for eliminating inequities
• Understanding of structural contributions to inequities in addictions

Equity MindRx



Thank you!

SOCIAL MEDIA

EMAIL ADDRESS

@drjessisommdmph 

jessica.isom@vision4equity.com



Mindfulness 
Moment

with Dana Asby, MA, MEd
Education Coordinator

New England Mental Health 
Technology Transfer Center



Doug Lomax
Men’s Trauma Support 

Specialist

Innovation 
Spotlight: 

The Cory Johnson 
Program





The Cory Johnson Program  
for Post-Traumatic Healing  
began on  September 11, 
2014 as part  of the Social 
ImpactCenter  at Roxbury 

Presbyterian  Church.

Roxbury  
Presbyterian  

Church

“The Historic Roxbury Presbyterian Church (RPC) is  
located on the corner of Warren and Woodbine 
Streetsin  Roxbury, Massachusetts. Situated in one of 
the most  socially volatile areas of the City of Boston, 
RPC is often  called upon to respond to various 
community needs.” Founded 1886.

Social
Impact
Center

“We create educational and economic programs for 
the  Roxbury community.”

Cory  
Johnson  
Program

Since 2014, the Cory Johnson Program for Post-Traumatic Healing 
(CJP) is a spiritually-inspired, community-based and clinically-
supported program of the Roxbury Presbyterian Church Social 
Impact Center that offers a peer-centered approach to addressing 
post-traumatic stress in urban neighborhoods, fostering
connection and empowering individuals to take active roles in 
helping themselves and others heal.



Program Goals
fostering connection and  
empowering individuals 
to take an active role in 
helping  themselves and 

others heal.

Increase awareness and  
understanding of  trauma,
Post-Traumatic  Stress and 
Complex  Trauma, grief and 

loss,  and the healing process  
within community

Provide relief from  
traumatic stress in a 
group through  body healing  
practices and  movement 
(body),  education (mind), 
and  sharing of story (spirit)

Offer mental health  
supports to people who  

otherwise might not  receive 
them

Provide safe,  consistent, 
and on- going community  

connection and support



Community Companions
Community Trauma Healing 

Specialist
Artists

Mental Health Clinician

Trauma Education
&

Trauma Healing

Trauma-Informed 
Team

Support & Referrals as requested

Support Group for Mothers 
Who Have Lost Children

Men’s
Trauma Support Group

CAN WE 
TALK…



Can We Talk…
Community 

Conversations on 
Trauma & Healing

ØSharing Our Stories of Trauma, Loss, & Healing

ØJust Come! No barriers to entry!

ØWelcome everyone of all ways of identifying

ØSafe space

ØHospitality

ØPeer-led by Community Companions, trauma 
survivors

ØMental health clinician available

ØArtists who offer music and dance

ØSupport & referrals available



Innovation 
Spotlight

Leah Randolph
Executive Director



Q&A
Session

When speaking, please 
remember to use 

strengths-based language 
and to eliminate 

background noise. 



Margaret Giles, MTS, MA
Coordinator, Alcohol, Drug 

Education and Psychology Training
William James College

Thank you for 
joining us!



We hope to see you at tomorrow’s 
session, hosted by the

New England Prevention Technology 
Center.

For more resources, visit our 
Virtual Exhibit Hall.

about:blank
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