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and Administrator of SAMHSA. The opinions expressed herein are the views of the speakers and do not reflect the official position 
of the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), or SAMHSA. No official support or endorsement of DHHS, SAMHSA, for 
the opinions described in this presentation is intended or should be inferred.
This work is supported by grants under Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) No. SM-18-015 from the DHHS, SAMHSA.





Mid-America Mental Health Technology 
Transfer Center

Established to increase 
utilization of evidence-based 
mental health practices.
• Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, and 

Kansas.
• Free training and technical 

assistance. 
• SAMHSA grant awarded to the 

Behavioral Health Education 
Center of Nebraska at University 
of Nebraska Medical Center. 
(5 years, $3.7 million, grant number: H79SM081769)



Announcements
• All attendees are automatically muted
• Attendees will receive a certificate of completion
• This webinar is being recorded and will be made available
https://mhttcnetwork.org/centers/mid-america-mhttc/growing-
more-corn-nebraska-behavioral-health-workforce-development

https://mhttcnetwork.org/centers/mid-america-mhttc/growing-more-corn-nebraska-behavioral-health-workforce-development


Downloading handouts



Marley Doyle, M.D.
Director of BHECN
Marley.Doyle@unmc.edu
Twitter: @DrMarleyDoyle

More information about BHECN can be found at www.unmc.edu/bhecn

Follow BHECN 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/BHECN
Twitter: https://twitter.com/BHECN1
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/29090187/admin/

mailto:Marley.Doyle@unmc.edu
http://www.unmc.edu/bhecn


Objectives

• Discuss the importance of retention within the behavioral 
health workforce and what resources are accessible to 
support these health care professionals.

• Explain best practices for improving staff retention rates 
within behavioral healthcare as derived from BHECNs' 
ongoing efforts to maintain and strengthen rural partnerships 
and satellite locations.

• Identify how opportunities for networking amongst community 
members and other behavioral healthcare professionals can 
enhance retention in health care and benefit the community.



What is BHECN?



Locations
BHECN Omaha
UNMC
(established 2009)

BHECN Kearney
UN-Kearney
(established 2015)

BHECN Panhandle
Chadron State College 
(established 2019)



What BHECN doesn’t do…

mental health disorders + substance use disorders



What does BHECN do?

Nebraska Behavioral Health Workforce Dashboard



What does BHECN do?



Workforce Development



Ambassador Program
Professional

School
College

Residency / 
Post Grad

Practicing 
Providers 

High
School

• Established April 2012 

• Introduce students to behavioral health careers

• Host conferences and events

• Students meet behavioral health professionals who can mentor them



FARM Camp 
Frontier 
Area Rural 
Mental-
Health 
Camp And 
Mentorship 
Program 
(FARM) Camp started in 
2013. 

Pictured are FARM 
camp attendees in 2018.



FARM camp attendees in 2019.



BHECN High School Ambassador: Kearney, 2013 



BHECN High School 
Ambassador Conferences – Urban

• In 2015 and 2016, expanded to 
include 4 events for underserved 
students from:
• South Omaha (primarily Latino)
• North Omaha (primarily African American)



College Ambassador Conference
• Hosted annually for 7 years. (2010 – 2016)
• 189 students have spent 3-5 days at UNMC learning 

about behavioral health careers.



BHECN High School Ambassador: Kearney 

• The High School Ambassador Conference hosted 238 
high school students from 98 Nebraska communities.



Measuring The Success

We stopped hosting conferences in 2016.

WHY? What happened?



Measuring Success



Measuring Success: High School Ambassador 



High School Ambassador - Kearney 
Where are they now?   Fall of 2017

• 1 - Mental Health Counseling 
Program at UNK

• 1  - Applied Behavior Analyst 
Psychology Program at 
UNO/UNMC 



Measuring Success: High School
Where are they now?   Fall of 2017

225 students

50 majoring in behavioral health

145 enrolled in college

9 college graduates

2 enrolled in Nebraska graduate
level BH programs



Measuring Success: High School
Where are they now?   Fall of 2021

225 students

47 graduated and enrolled at a
graduate-level

79 graduated from college only

15 enrolled in Nebraska
graduate-level BH program



Measuring Success: College Ambassador



Measuring Success: College Ambassador



Measuring Success: College
Where are they now?   Fall of 2017

189 students
41 to UNMC
2 psychiatrists 
1 physician asst. working in BH

61 to other post grad programs
21 enrolled in graduate level 

behavioral health program
12 enrolled in Nebraska programs



Measuring Success: College
Where are they now?   Fall of 2021

189 students
52 to UNMC
3 psychiatrists 
1 physician assistant working in BH

93 to other post grad programs
30 enrolled in graduate level 

behavioral health program
16 enrolled in or graduated from  
Nebraska grad level BH program



BHECN Ambassador Program

• Live 
Conferences
(3 – 5 days)  

• Job Shadowing 
• Career Fairs
• Career Panels
• Mentorship
• Career 

Pathways
• Funding for 

Career 
Engagement 
Events  

• BH Interest 
Groups
- Psychiatry 
- Psych PA 

• Mentorship Dinner
• Stress Reduction  
• 2 

Interprofessional 
Training Sites 

• Job Shadowing 

• Psychiatry:  
4 FTE Rural 
& Urban 
Underserved 
Rotations 

• Psychology: 
5 FTE Post-
docs

• Jobs 
Website 

• Live Conferences 
(1 day) 
- 2 Rural   
- 2 Urban 

• Statewide BH 
Careers HS 
Course 

• Accelerated HS 
BH Course 

• FARM Camps 
• Career talks 
• Job Shadowing 
• Career Pathways
• Funding for 

Career 
Engagement 
Events  

Professional
School

College

Residency / 
Post Grad

Practicing 
Providers 

High
School



Career Pathways

bit.ly/BHpathways



Career Pathways



BHECN Ambassador Career Engagement Awards



BHECN Student Advisory Board



Goals
1. The Board will advise on BHECN programs and 

initiatives that support and encourage a diverse group of 
NE students to pursue careers in behavioral health.

2. Participation on this board will provide networking 
opportunities for students from across the state to find 
peers and mentors interested in/pursuing a degree in a 
behavioral health-related field.

3. Participation on this board will provide professional board 
membership experience to the students.

Student Advisory Board



Student Advisory Board

• Eligibility: undergraduate (including community 
college) and graduate students

• 12 Board Members
• One-year terms (academic calendar year)
• Stipend: $500/year



Projects

• Helped plan the 2022 BHECN Student Conference
• Participated in legislative advocacy
• Will be testing the BHECN App
• Creating videos on how and why they selected their graduate 

program 



Training Sites 



MMI Integrated BH Primary Care Settings



Psychiatry Residency Programs and Rural Rotations

BHECN annually funds four to six residency positions in the Creighton 
University/UNMC Psychiatry Residency Program. Residents are required to 
complete rural rotations during their second year of training. 

UNMC has developed a Psychiatric Residency Program, and the first 
residents entered the program in July 2020. The joint Creighton/UNMC 
Psychiatry Residency program will continue while the current residents 
transition through.

Rural sites are located in Hastings, Kearney, and North Platte.   



Ambassador Program

• Live 
Conferences
(3 – 5 days)  

• Job Shadowing 
• Career Fairs
• Career Panels
• Mentorship
• Funding for 

Career 
Engagement 
Events  

• BH Interest 
Groups
- Psychiatry 
- Psych PA 

• Mentorship Dinner
• Stress Reduction  
• 2 

Interprofessional 
Training Sites 

• Job Shadowing 

• Psychiatry:  
4 FTE Rural 
& Urban 
Underserved 
Rotations 

• Psychology: 
5 FTE Post-
docs

• Jobs 
Website 

• Live Conferences 
(1 day) 
- 2 Rural   
- 2 Urban 

• Statewide BH 
Careers HS 
Course 

• Accelerated HS 
BH Course 

• FARM Camps 
• Career talks 
• Job Shadowing 
• Funding for 

Career 
Engagement 
Events  

• In 2016, we began partnering 
with 15 behavioral health 
educational programs

Professional
School

College

Residency / 
Post Grad

Practicing 
Providers 

High
School



Nebraska Behavioral Health Education Partnership
(NeBHEP)

Counseling
Bellevue University
Chadron State College
Doane University
UN-Kearney
UNO 
Wayne State College

Marriage & Family Therapy
UN-L

Social Work
UNO Grace Abbott School of Social Work

Applied Behavior Analyst
UNO/UNMC MMI – Depts. of Psychology

Psychology
UN-L Clinical Psychology
UN-L Counseling Psychology
UN-L School Psychology
UNMC/Munroe Meyer Institute (MMI) Dept. of Psychology 

Prescribers
Psychiatry Residency Programs

Creighton University Medical Center (CUMC)
University of Nebraska Medial Center (UNMC)

Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner
Creighton University School of Nursing
UNMC College of Nursing
Clarkson College



Nebraska Behavioral Health Education 
Partnership

2018 Behavioral Health 
Seminar 
and Networking Reception



Nebraska Behavioral Health Education 
Partnership

• Strengthen relationships among the programs 



Nebraska Behavioral Health Education 
Partnership

• Create a unified voice 
among the behavioral 
health professions

2019 NeBHEP Behavioral Health Seminar 



Nebraska Behavioral Health Education 
Partnership

Credit: Nebraska Unicameral Information Office



Nebraska Behavioral Health Education 
Partnership

• Develop inter-professional 
training opportunities for 
students across the state.

www.unmc.edu/bhecn/programs

https://www.unmc.edu/bhecn/programs/index.html




Ambassador Program

• Job Shadowing 
• Career Fairs
• Career Panels
• Mentorship
• Funding for 

Career 
Engagement 
Events  

• BH Interest 
Groups
- Psychiatry 
- Psych PA 

• Mentorship Dinner
• Stress Reduction  
• 2 

Interprofessional 
Training Sites 

• Job Shadowing
• NeBHEP

• Psychiatry:  
4 FTE Rural 
& Urban 
Underserved 
Rotations 

• Psychology: 
5 FTE Post-
docs

• Jobs 
Website

• NeBHEP

• Webinars
- Core Topics
- Nursing 
- Primary Care
- Project Echo

• Live Trainings
- TIC 
- School MH 
- Integrated BH
- DSM-5 
- Opioids
- Psych Nursing 
- Rural Provider 
Network  

• Jobs Website 

• Statewide BH 
Careers HS 
Course 

• Accelerated HS 
BH Course 

• FARM Camps 
• Career talks 
• Job Shadowing 
• Funding for 

Career 
Engagement 
Events  

Professiona
l

SchoolCollege

Residency 
/ Post 
Grad

Practicing 
Providers 

High
School



NEBHjobs



BHECN on the Go!



Follow BHECN

@BHECN1

facebook.com/BHECN

vimeo.com/bhecn



Connect With Us
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:JOIN OUR MAILING LIST:
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