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Complicated views on police in schools
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Our approach is based on needs of students, staff, 
community

● Safety

● Prevention and early intervention

● Increasing rates of mental health concerns in students

● Equity guides work in all areas

● Students need advocates in the police department
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How do officers are social workers collaborate?

● Basis is trust

● Training, training, and training

● Relationships

● Everyone stays in their lane



Expanding what safety means



Safety and security don't just happen, they are 
the result of collective consensus and public 
investment. We owe our children, the most 

vulnerable citizens in our society, a life free of 
violence and fear.
-Nelson Mandela



Safety without Accountability isn’t Safety

● Door sweeps

● EOPs

● Visitor management

● Cybersecurity

● Training

● Culture



Behavioral Threat Assessment

● Training isn’t enough

● Case management is critical

● Slowly change mindset from reaction to 
proactive

● Not just about removing a student from 
campus



Behavioral Health Services



Behavioral Health is “the promotion of mental 
health, resilience and wellbeing; the treatment of 

mental and substance use disorders; and the 
support of those who experience and/or are in 

recovery from these conditions, along with their 
families and communities.”

SAMHSA 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
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Therapy Dogs



Student Advocacy



Law 
Enforcement Discipline

Collaboration between administration, police, and behavioral 
health services to determine needs of students



Crisis Response

● Pause

● Be the calm

● Empathy for all

● Reduce Trauma



Putting it into practice
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Questions?
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